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Angel's Blooming Childcare Guidance Policy

Angel's Blooming Childcare is here to assist the parents of young children; our role is to help your children in developing self-control, self-confidence, and sensitivity in their interactions with others; and learn common courtesy. We hope in our best interest for your children this policy is clearly written and comprehensible. Thank you for all your support of our child guidance policy as we work together to encourage positive behavior. 

How do we best avoid problems? Here we 'set the stage' for a positive environment and have ample opportunities for appreciate behaviors. 

How do you teach acceptable and appropriate behaviors?  Here at Angel's Childcare we are a guide, not a guard. We explain to the children what behavior are acceptable and set rules within reason. We clearly explain the reasons for the limits in a positive way; and give full attention to the child's behavior and not just on the child; observing the children to help with their difficulties; and allow them the appropriate time to respond to the rules.

What do you do to handle mistaken behaviors when they do occur? At Angel's childcare we are here to provide a comfortable environment for your children.  If something occurs, we will first calmly call the child's name to gain attention; then make eye contact and establish that the child is being negative. Then remind them of the limits and explain the rules. In some cases not often, for children with short attention spans and speech abilities, and if the child begins to lose self-control, we will try to direct the child elsewhere.  We always calmly allow choices to the children in a positive non-threatening manner. 

How do you determine when a mistaken behavior requires additional professional assistance? In certain circumstances when a child loses control; we may need assistance to help hold the child and soothe them so they want harm themselves or others; as we try to help them gain self-control we as their care giver will be clam and positive. (Parents will always be called immediately. If a child causes harm or we think will cause harm; we will have to terminate the childcare agreement; for the safety of others in our childcare.) 
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	"Show me and I forget; Teach me and I remember; Involve me and I learn."

Benjamin Franklin


 I. What is guidance? Guidance- is helping children resolve problems or difficult issues.  Teaching them how to be independent and self-reliable and allow them opportunities to make their own choices. 

 II. The Goals of Guidance. At Angel's Blooming Childcare we will provide every child with the guidance they need. We will ensure they have a positive environment to learn self-control and self-confidence. 

· Provide a positive feedback

· Teach acceptable behavior

· Model appropriate behavior

· Meet staff and program expectations

· The words "no" and "do not" will be used only in emergencies and rare situations. 

· Take a Break/Time out: 

1. With guidance have the child to "Take a Break" away from the other children; allowing a "quite activity." 

2. "Time Out" The child will be child asked to explain their unacceptable behavior.  Then we will use Intervention/Redirection.

· Have cooperative games and team-building activities

· Reinforce reasonable limits

· Teach children they are responsible for their own actions;(with staff guidance)

· Give opportunities for the children to problem solve and work through mistaken behaviors; some strategies will be incorporated as part of the children's curriculum, (for the appropriate ages).

· Ensure a safe and secure environment

· Provide rules that are age appropriate and in the best interest for the whole center

· Approach children in a positive manner with love, consistency and gentle firmness. 
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III. What influences behavior?  

· Negative attitudes that children can sense; influence bad behavior, as well as, Staff that don't meet program expectations. To influence good behavior you must have the opposite. Children watch everything. More so when you don't think they are watching. We must set a good example for them to follow at all times. Have limits they should follow as well as your staff. Positive attitudes are the best environment for children.

IV. The role of the teacher  

· Guide the children in a positive manner

· Encouragement

· Redirection

· Offer alternatives if undesirable behavior occurs

· Give positive feedback (praise them, good job, awesome work)

· Discuss problem solving ideas and options

· Inform parents of any actions taken

· Teach sharing and respect for others as well as for themselves

· Approach all toddlers with the fact that they may not understand appropriate behaviors;  they may be unaware of the consequences of their actions

· Provide age appropriate activities

· Explain rules and give the children the opportunity to learn them

V.  Ages and Stages of Development/Mistaken Behavior  -  Children grow and learn differently.  In Eric Erikson's stage of development; I feel mistaken behavior starts at the third stage of psychosocial development. Children need to develop a sense of personal control over physical skills and a sense of independence. Success leads to feelings of Autonomy, failure results in feelings of shame and dought. When children hit this stage they do not take to failure lightly. We are here to help them to develop in self-confidence and self-control as well as self-discipline.  We are here to help them to understand they should not shift blame on others for their own actions. We will 'set the stage' for a positive environment for your children.
VI. The environment and routines -For the environment and routines we will provide the best way for the children for to have a positive and encouraging center.   
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VII. Promoting positive behavior  

Provide a safe and comfortable environment is a positive promoting behavior.  We will approach children with positive attitudes and model positive actions.  Show them love, consistency and gentle firmness.

VIII. When a child demonstrates mistaken behavior 

We will calmly allow the child to explain the situation.  Give them a chance to solve the problem on their own. (With adult guidance) As a center we will give suggestions on how to solve if they can't on their own.

IX. Effective Guidance Techniques  

The reasons for rules and expectations are respectfully explained on a routine basis so children understand their purpose. Children and teachers use the Safety Rule to decide on appropriate behavior for themselves and others.
X. Parent involvement and communication

Parents being involved in their children’s class have been beneficial for everyone. Children have been known to do better when their parents are involved. Children thrive when their parents become part of the classrooms.  Teachers benefit from parents being involved, because children get more involved with activities in class when they see their parents helping. They want to do the same.
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Resources

· http://www.angelfire.com/dc/childsplay/guidance.htm

· www.appleacademychildcare.com/.../behavior_guidance_policy.pdf

· www.mylilsunshine.net/discipline policy.htm

· http://www.buzzle.com/articles/stages-of-child-development.html

