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As Caregivers It is in our best interest to provide the help and care your children need. We are here to assist families with frequent opportunities to engage in positive methods of communication to foster a collaborative relationship. As caregivers it is our responsibility to help develop awareness, acceptance, and appreciation of the shining web of diversity of which each child is a part. We also as caregivers and teachers will take the necessary steps to help the children value themselves and those different from themselves.  

As a Team we will provide a plan to help your child in each of their developmentally appropriate needs. In childcare environments we face diversity of some kind daily; such as: cultural, social, or individual.  We keep in touch with the parents to inform of updates or accomplishments and of the child's behavior, special needs, concerns and progress. As a team we will give support whenever needed and encourage them in whatever your child does. 

Diverse Cultural Families, Backgrounds, and Values

In our class we will include all families.  Each family will feel welcome to rome freely. We will ask questions to find out about the families and learn more of their cultural heritage.  (Culture influences child rearing patterns and behaviors, including those associated with meals, sleep, dress, gender, interaction with adults and other children, toilet training, guidance, health care, ways of showing affection and respect, ways of celebrating and occasions to celebrate.)http://www.canr.uconn.edu/startwiththefamily. These types of influences children bring to childcare daily. We as teachers will learn and understand the family's cultural orientation to make your child feel comfortable and secure, and provide a positive attitude. 

Strategies and Activities and Events first, we as your child's caregiver would like to reassure you that we are here for you and your children. When families are accepted and involved, the child feels safe and is more accepting to others around them. In some of our activities we celebrate, moms, dads, grandparents, extended family members, siblings, and others important to the children. We will have pictures of you and your families if that is okay with all families. (This is to help the children feel safer and secure, more comfortable.) We will have festive occasions often throughout the year, not just at "traditional" times. We feel festivals are important aspects of cultural life and experience. Your children can learn so much from the different cultures we have in our society today. For example, the different foods that we can cook for certain holidays can be a wonderful treat; however, share ethnic food as well as the different clothing each family could share from their country. This way we can see how people around the world really eat, dress, and live.

Materials and Toys Children are more accepting to diverse things if they are exposed to them daily through everyday materials brought around them. We will have a variety of different musical instruments and play different songs from other cultures--dance music, lullabies, and nursery rhymes. There will be different pictures and photos showing people of different races, cultures, gender, age, and different types of jobs, as well as celebrations. There will be different types of art materials for your children to be creative, as well as toys and different play things children can explore with in the dramatic play area. Children can learn a lot more during hands on play.

Multicultural Books Having a good selection of books for the children to read is always a wonderful way they can learn about different cultures. Like having toys and materials, books reflecting diversity should be part of children's daily experience. Today we are lucky, because there are a lot of diversity books available.  (For example, books such as Ann Morris' Bread, Bread, Bread (1989) and Hats, Hats, Hats (1989), and Norah Dooley's Everybody Cooks Rice (1991) help children see the sameness yet variety of food and clothes needed by people everywhere. Similarly, children can understand relationships different children have with grandparents through books such as Arthur Dorros' Abuela (1991), Phoebe Gilman's Something from Nothing(1992), and Angela Johnson's When I Am Old With You (1990).)/(www.canr.uconn.edu)

Achieving Goals, Encouragement On the activities I would conduct each by...Ask open-ended questions...Encourage all students to participate...Plan the time to process the activities...Revise teaching techniques....Make sure the children feel safe and secure.

1 Activity/ the Social Bug

Domain/Language

Goals / Objectives/

· Adaption, 

· Respect for another culture, 

· Speech

· Communicate, 

· Build relationships with each other and collaborate, 

· Learn different languages.

Materials needed for activity /

· Card stock paper (assorted colors)

· Scissors

· Glue

· Stapler

· Tissue paper (assorted colors)

· Googly eyes (different sizes)

· Washable Markers

· Note cards (Optional...assorted colors)

Preparation/

Direct the children to the craft table. Give them each a pair of scissors, paper, and tissue paper. Show them an example of the finished craft.

Direction for the activity/

Show the kids how to fold the paper in half. Demonstrate how to draw a bug on the paper. Then demonstrate how to cut the paper around the shape of a bug. (Give help if needed) (Also help each child cut one slit in top of their bug (small slit) after finished...show the children how to stuff their bugs. Staple one side three times...then stuff the color of choice tissue paper inside of the bug...after staple the bug all the way around until you meet up with first staple...then direct them to the rest of materials.  When finished give them a note card...have them write a word on the card in their own unique language...fold it and put it in their bugs.

Pass the bugs around the classroom once. Have each child one at a time try to say the word that's on their paper. The child that recognizes that word will stand and say who they are and where there from.
(2) Activity/ the Treasure Hunt

Domain/ Physical

Goals / Objectives/

· Develop gross motor skills

· Cultural Values

Materials needed for activity /

· Different types of toys from different cultures

Preparation/ 

Place toys around the room in obvious places and some hidden from site. 

Direction for the activity/

Give a lesson on different cultures

(3) Activity/ Culture Board

Domain/Emotional

Goals / Objectives/

· Adaption

· Interaction with others

· Develop positive sense of self and others

· Interact with and work with others

Materials needed for activity /

Provide different flyers from other countries.  Have the children bring in different things from other cultures. (From their own culture) Place them on the cultural board.

Preparation/  

Invite parents to come and learn about our board. We will explain how the board will change every month for whatever reason. 
(4) Activity/ Reading is fun month! 

Domain/ Cognitive

Goals / Objectives/

· Thinking process

· Fine motor skills

· Develop reading skills

· Diversity

· Cultural heritage

· Cultural Values

Materials needed for activity /

· Anything the child would like to bring in from home. (With parents’ permission)

· Books

Preparation/

Send home flyers and a newsletter about you would like their child and home a book about the culture they want to learn about. When the class has enough books for a month we will start or cultural event.

Direction for the activity/

(5) Activity/Musical Event

Domain/Physical

Goals / Objectives/

· Gross motor skills and socialization

· Understanding and expressing self

· Learning the different types of dances

Materials needed for activity /

· Music Box

· Recreation Area

Preparation/

Ask parents to come to school for a cultural dinner. Have them bring different foods from other countries. (If possible) Provide booths explaining the different cultures we will be studying and learning about.
Resources

· www.cyf.govt.nz (What do caregivers do?)

· DIVERSITY-http://www.canr.uconn.edu/ces/child/newsarticles/CCC621.html

· Activities- http://education.byu.edu/diversity/activities.html

